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Evidences dating back to 934
prove the existence of the Pieve
di San Lorenzo in that year.
Probably the church stands on a
pre-existing temple of the fourth
century, dedicated to Bacchus.
The current parish church is the
result of a 12th-13th century
reconstruction. The plant has
three naves divided by
quadrangular columns and
pillars and a semicircular apse.
The irregular hexagonal bell
tower dates back to 1263.
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Pianta estratta dal piano paesaggistico regionale/scheda d'ambito 007/Mugello (2006)
A. Giovannini, Borgo san Lorenzo, dalle Cento Case alle Cento Strade.

The Palazzo del Podestà, now
home to the city library, dates
back to the 14th century. On its
façade all the noble coats of
arms of the Podestàs (who have
governed the town over the
centuries) appear.
Ubaldino della Pila, of the
Ubaldini family, became
Podestà of Borgo San Lorenzo
several times (1238, 1239, 1281)
and he is mentioned by Dante in
the Divine Comedy



The Book of sentences against rebel families in the Commune of
Florence from 1302 to 1379, known as Libro del Chiodo (Book of the
Nail) was kept in the Bargello, the prisons of the city and seat of the
Podestà and the Council of Justice of Florence.
In 1302 the Podestà Cante de’ Gabrielli of Gubbio condemned Dante.

Page 4 reads: “Dante Alleghieri de sextu Sancti Petri
Maioris” is sentenced to two years of exile on charges of
baratteria, 'super baracteriis, iniquis extorsionibus et lucris
illicitis'.

On 27 January 1302 Dante was sentenced to exile and on 10 March 
1302 the exile was commuted to a death sentence.
www.florin.ms/LibrodelChiodo.html
A. Barbero, Dante,  Laterza, 2020, pag. 156-157

http://www.florin.ms/LibrodelChiodo.html


MEETING OF SAN GODENZO

Among the exiles who participated
there are four Uberti, four Ubertini, 
two Scolari, a Pazzi, and the 
leaders of the White exiles: Messer 
Torrigiano, Carbone and Messer 
Vieri de' Cerchi, Messer Andrea 
Gherardini and Dante Alighieri.
A. Barbero, Dante, Laterza, 2020, pag. 172-173
M. Santagata, Dante, Mondadori, 2012, p. 150

Dante narrated the events of the years immediately following
his exile in the Canto XVII of Paradiso (vv. 46-69): his
ancestor Cacciaguida "predicted" Dante's exile and
consequent misfortunes and confides in him that the greater
weight he will have to bear will be the "worthless and vile
company" with which he will be exiled, which "all
ungrateful, impious all, and mad, shall turn ’gainst thee”", but
shortly after " Theirs, and not thine, shall be the crimson’d
brow" (alludes at the battle of the Lastra). After these facts,
the White exiles will give more and more proof of their bias
and " brutishness" "To have ta’en thy stand apart shall well
become thee" that means to have distanced himself from
them.
https://www.danteonline.it/italiano/popup_schede.asp?tipo=ske&scheda=sestesso

8 June 1302
Abbey of San Godenzo

Conti Guidi Castle

And what will be most hard for you to bear
will be the scheming, senseless company
that is to share your fall into this valley;

Paradiso XVII, vv. 61-63



The Ubaldini were a family of feudal lords who probably had Lombard origins. For four or
five centuries they dominated both sides of the Apennines, especially in the Senio valley, in
the upper Santerno and in the Mugello, where now there are the municipalities of Barberino
and Scarperia.
The Florentines overpowered them with a guerrilla that lasted throughout the 14th century.
Only after having founded Scarperia and Firenzuola were they able to subdue them. Their
domain extended from Mugello, up to the upper Lamone valley and in the area that goes from
Marradi to theAbbey of Susinana.

Legend has it that the emperor
Frederick Barbarossa on a visit to the
Ubaldini, during a deer hunt, followed a
splendid male and that one of the
Ubaldini grabbed the animal by the
horns so that the emperor on horseback
could pierce it.
Out of gratitude, the emperor granted
the image of the deer for the family coat
of arms.

https://www.archiviodistato.firenze.it/ceramellipapiani/index.p
hp?page=Famiglia&id=7568



Ubaldino della Pila was mentioned by Dante
in the Divine Comedy. He is found in the
Third circle, where the gluttonous were. These
souls suffered from hunger due to the scent of
the fruits hanging from two trees placed at the
entrance and exit; they also suffered from
thirst due to the water coming out of the rock
and rising upwards.

I saw-their teeth were biting emptiness—
both Ubaldin da la Pila and Boniface,
who shepherded so many with his staff.

Purgatorio,  XXIV, vv. 28-30

Ubaldino della Pila (1206-
1289), belonged to the powerful
Ghibelline family of Ubaldini: he
was part of the Montaccianico branch
that extended towards the Senio
valley, Romagna, Umbria and
Montefeltro.

Ubaldino was political leader of
the coterie led by his brother,
Cardinal Ottaviano. Ubaldino
was one of the Tuscan Ghibelline
leaders who became the Podestà
of Borgo San Lorenzo several
times (1238, 1239, 1281) and of
Lucca in 1265; he participated in
the battle of Montaperti and was
among those who proposed to
destroy Florence.

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/ubaldino-
della-pila-ubaldini_%28Enciclopedia-
Dantesca%29/



He said: “More than a thousand lie with me:
the second Frederick is but one among them,
as is the Cardinal; I name no others.”.

Inferno X, vv. 118-120

He was a "worldly man" or rather "epicurean" so it could
be said that he did not believe in the immortality of the
soul and was attributed the saying "If this is a soul, for the
Ghibellines I have lost it".
(Giovan Battista Ubaldini, "Istoria della Casa degli Ubaldini e de' fatti
d'alcuni di quella famiglia", Firenze, Semartelli, 1588, X, 120).

Cardinal Ottaviano degli Ubaldini was born
around 1210 and became bishop of Bologna in
1234 and cardinal in 1244, appointed by Pope
Innocent IV. He had an ambiguous attitude due
to his Ghibelline beliefs.
His unscrupulous attitudes, unusual in a prelate,
caused him the accusation of epicureanism. He
died in October 1273.
At the times of Dante, the boundaries between
the political ideology of the followers of
Frederick II and certain doctrines were
considered epicurean due to alleged ethical-
religious reasons; as such they were persecuted
and condemned by the Church together with
their supporters.
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/ottaviano-degli-
ubaldini_%28Enciclopedia-Dantesca%29/

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/ottaviano-


After Ugolino's death in 1289,
Ruggiero, unable to face the power of
the Visconti family, renounced the
office of Podestà while retaining the
title of archbishop of the Pisan
archdiocese.
Because of his many misdeeds, he
was summoned to Viterbo to be tried
and in the city of Lazio he died in
1295 before being convicted.
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/ubaldini-ruggieri-
della-pila-arcivescovo-di-pisa_%28Enciclopedia-
Dantesca%29/

You are to know I was Count Ugolino,
and this one here, Archbishop Ruggieri;
and now I’ll tell you why I am his neighbor.

Inferno XXXIII, vv. 13-15

Ruggiero degli Ubaldini, born into the branch of the lords
of the Pila castle, was born in Mugello and obtained the
archbishopric of Pisa in 1278. In 1284 he exercised the office of
Podestà in Pisa. At that time the conflict between the Guelph
families of the Visconti and Della Gherardesca was serious.
He had Count Ugolino della Gherardesca and his nephews
jailed by deception in the Torre della Muda.



In painting Cimabue thought he held
the field, and now it’s Giotto they acclaim-
the former only keeps a shadowed fame 
Purgatorio XI, vv. 94-96

Giotto painted Dante after
his death in this fresco, 
visible in the Bargello, in 
Florence.

Giotto was born in 
Vespignano (Vicchio) 
around the year 1267. He 
did his apprenticeship in 
Florence, working in 
Cimabue's workshop; then
he was in Rome, Padua, 
Arezzo, Rimini, Assisi and 
Naples. He returned to 
Florence when he was
appointed master builder of 
the Opera del Duomo in 
Florence. He died in 
Florence on 8 January 1337.
His remains are kept in 
Santa Croce.

The Scrovegni Chapel
was inaugurated on 25
March 1305. Dante
stayed in Padua in the
years between 1304 and
1306. Giotto and Dante
probably met each
other.



And even as the river that is first
to take its own course eastward from Mount Viso,
along the left flank of the Apennines
(which up above is called the Acquacheta,
before it spills into its valley bed
and flows without that name beyond Forli),
reverberates above San Benedetto
dell’Alpe as it cascades in one leap,
where there is space enough to house a thousand;
so did we hear that blackened water roar
as it plunged down a steep and craggy bank,
enough to deafen us in a few hours.

Inferno XVI, 94-102

It is likely that a road – whose traces still remain – passed in the vicinity
of Acquacheta. For centuries it connected Tuscany with Romagna: it is
the current road from Forlì to Florence, that passed through the
Muraglione and was completed in 1836. It is also very probable that
Dante walked this road in the period of his exile because he described
the image of the waterfall very realistically.
M. Ragazzini, “Annali Romagna 2013”, supplemento al numero 71 di Libro Aperto, Ravenna

Acquacheta waterfall



His "weapon", his coat of arms, is
"silver, with a blue, armed lion
with the outstretched tongue,
edged in red".

The cities on Lamone and Santerno
are led by the young lion of the white lair;
from summer unto winter, he shifts factions. 

Inferno XXVII, 49-51

Once freed of their own demon, the Pagani
will do quite well, but not so well that any
will testify that they are pure and worthy.
Purgatorio XIV, 118-120

Dante did not have a good opinion of Maghinardo: he
reproached him for the ruthlessness, the cunning, the
political unreliability and the changeability of the choices
made between Guelphism and Ghibellinism. Dante also
blamed Maghinardo for having passed through the ranks of
Boniface VIII's supporters at the end of the century, and thus
seeing his Romagna dominion set forth: on 1 November
1301 Maghinardo entered Florence with his military
contingent alongside Charles of Valois.
proprio contingente militare al fianco di Carlo di Valois.
https://cultura.ilfilo.net/badia-di-susinana-a-palazzuolo-sul-senio/
https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/maghinardo-pagani_%28Dizionario-
Biografico%29/

The Marquis Maghinardo Pagani da Susinana (born in Florence
before 1243 and died in Imola on 13 August 1302) was a leader and
politician at the turn of the 14th century.
He was lord of Imola and Faenza. He was able to skillfully juggle
the opposing factions of the Guelphs and the Ghibellines, and able
to create his own lordship on three parallel valleys of the Romagna
Apennines between the rivers Lamone, Senio and Santerno.

The chronicler Villani expressed a flattering evaluation of his
qualities as politician and leader of this dynasty. He called
him "great and wise tyrant ... wise in war and well
adventurous in several battles" and operator of "great things".
(Nuova Cronica, VIII, 149)


